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facts, to the federal land grants. This is perhaps propaganda, but certainly 
not history. 

The logic of the whole book is of the same type. Put in brief, the argument 
is as follows. From time to time federal grants have been injected into the 
school systems of America. The school systems have evolved under local 
control. The war has made us aware that the local school systems are inade- 
quate. They have never had the insight to meet certain great national needs. 
They have never supplied the framework for an equally distributed educational 
opportunity. They have never trained teachers adequately. They have 
failed in all respects to fulfil the truly national mission of an American school 
system. Conclusion, give the states more money and there will be an imme- 
diate and sudden improvement. Do not under any pretext whatever supervise 
the states, whose history is full of mismanagement and whose school systems 
are unbalanced and inadequate. Do not give them policies, but rather more 
stimulating funds, and all wiU be well. 

Such arguments are hardly Ukely to persuade anyone who is not already 
convinced through partisan bias. Such arguments, when substituted for a 
careful analysis of the bill itself, are in reality unscientific and misleading. 
One virtue the book has: it prints the full text of the bill. This is a real 
service. Most people who have been indorsing the bill have never read it. 
Let them read the bill. There is no better cure for enthusiasm for it. 



Standards for memory work in the grades. — The study of the curriculum 
made by educational experts during the past six years has been one of the 
most influential factors in molding current educational thought and practice. 
However, the work thus far only goes to show how much there is to be accom- 
plished. One portion of the elementary-school curriculum which has been 
almost entirely neglected is the standardizing of requirements for memorizing 
literary material. Hence, superintendents and teachers will be interested in a 
recent study' in this field which is reported by the Bureau of Educational 
Research at the University of Illinois. 

In order to acquaint children with the best in literature care must be used 
in selecting the teaching materials. Not only must the reading of literature 
be carefully guided, but the basis on which material is chosen to be memorized 
should be even more exacting. The study attempts to show "of what this 
highly restricted body of material actually consists according to the practice of 
the schools from which information may be obtained. " 

The author bases the report directly on fifty courses of study from cities 
having a population of 25,000 or more. These courses of study were selected 
from over two hundred courses because they were the "courses which showed 
the most complete lists of memory material and which contained specific 
requirements as to the amount of memory work demanded. " 

' Velda C. Bamesberger, Standard Requirements for Memorizing Literary 
Material. University of Illinois Bulletin, 1920, Vol. XVII, No. 26. Pp.93. $0.50. 
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The frequency with which poems and prose selections were mentioned in 
the courses of study was recorded. From this data the author presents tables 
showing the poems arranged in order of popularity, their frequency of mention 
by grades, a selected list of poems for memory work in each grade, and lists of 
prose material mentioned. The report is devoted mostly to poetry, only six 
pages being given over to prose. A valuable bibUography of the poems is 
given. 

The value of such a study rests in the accuracy with which it records present 
practice. If city school systems carry out their courses of study to the letter, 
then one could assume that this study presents the practice of fifty cities 
quite accurately. However, to standardize memory work in the grades 
solely on a basis of present practice is not suflScient. Other factors enter into 
the situation. Obviously though, this study represents the first step in the 
solution of one of the many problems in the elementary-school curriculum. 



Measuring personality? — It has been estimated that in the course of a 
school year there are approximately two hundred and fifty million classroom 
contacts between students and instructors in American colleges. The educa- 
tion of students through these classroom contacts is, to a considerable degree, 
conditioned by the types of teaching-personaUty represented among the 
instructors in our higher institutions. The current criticisms of college 
teaching coupled with the need for a high type of teaching-personaUty are 
presented in detail in a recent book' which comes from the Institute for Public 
Service. 

The author uses the term personality in a very broad sense. The nature 
and scope of the book can be briefly set forth in the following quotation: 

The writer here records the results of classroom visits to seventy-two instructors, 
who during the summer session of a large university were observed in the actual process 
of teaching. These reports describe briefly the living spirit and personality of the 
teachers, and the attitude and reactions of the students during the class period. 

One hundred classes conducted by seventy-two teachers of twenty-five different 
subjects were visited during six weeks. Thirty-nine of the men visited were observed 
only when lecturing, thirty-one only when holding recitation, while two were visited 
more than once who used both methods. 

When visiting classes, all of which were held in the morning, the gist of the recita- 
tion and lectures was taken down and notes made of the appearance, mannerisms, 
dress, method of teaching and personal qualities of the professors, together with the 
number of students in the class and main facts aljout ventilation, lighting, seating 
arrangements and other relevant classroom details [pp. 5-6]. 

The first half of the book is filled with detailed descriptions of the per- 
sonaUties of each of the instructors observed. These sketches are well written 
in popular style, and they illustrate in a concrete way the wide differences 

' DAvm E. Berg, PersonalityCulture by College Facidties. New York: Institute 
for Public Service, 1920. Pp. 127. 



